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Fellow Mustangs,

President’s Message

It has been another great year for the
Navy Mustang Association. We are in
the process of resurrecting some “old
time” chapters and our existing chapters continue to host great professional
growth and social functions in their
respective geographic areas. I just returned from traveling to Deveselu, Romania and Vaihingen, Germany (where
I was stationed as a young YN2/1 from
1983-1986). I travelled there for official
business, but I always take time out
to talk with Mustangs when I travel. I
never fail to find great Mustang officers
out there on the pointy end doing what they do so well,
leading Sailors and flawlessly running programs at their
commands. I am always encouraged when I meet a young
Mustang who has fire in his/her belly and is out there lighting the world on fire. Thanks for Mustanging up out there
shipmates.
We have awarded another fine young American a Navy
Mustang Association scholarship. You will read more about
our winner in this issue of the Pony Express. I would like to
award more scholarships, but that would require two things,
more applicants to choose from (please help us spread the
word) and more contributions to the scholarship fund (you
have the option to contribute when you join/renew your
membership).
On the subject of membership, I will continue to beat the
drum that our membership dues have not gone up since
the inception of the association. Your $20 a year allows
our chapters to do what they do, the National Association
to support our programs, enables our scholarship program,
pays for our administrative and incorporation costs, allows us to recognize the Outstanding Student (as chosen
by their peers) from every Mustang U class, subsidize the
start-up of new chapters, and much more. Each year we
have a few Sailors who are stationed somewhere on the
ramparts of freedom, with no Mustangs assigned, reach
out to us to help them find Mustangs to help mentor them,
board them, groom them for a Mustang commission. Several of these Sailors over the years have later invited me to
their commissioning ceremonies and have told me that they

likely would not be standing there in
an officer’s uniform had it not been
for the help we gave them. Heck
shipmates, I don’t know about you,
but that’s worth $20 right there. If
you are member and are not getting
your money’s worth, or want to be
a member but don’t see what you
are looking for…tell me what you
would like to see! Really, tell me at
upfmrnk@aol.com and we’ll try and
do better.

I reviewed my last eight or 10 President’s messages, and it seems that I
have made it something of a tradition at this time of the year to share my President’s holiday
wish list, so here is this year’s installment:
•

That each current member bring in at least one new
member this year and help us reach 400 members (if
you bring in 10 members, we’ll give you a free one year
membership, our gift back to you).

•

That several more Mustangs join the handful that are
participating in the Excelsior partnership and earning
Baccalaureate and Master’s degrees at greatly reduced
tuition and fees, and further that we get at least one
spouse (hopefully more) to participate. I would like to
partner with other educational institutions, but participation has not been great. This is a superb deal (your
$20 membership dues translate to anywhere from $500
to several thousand dollars in savings on tuition and
fees).

•

That we get more scholarship applications (and donations) in the coming year.

•

That each and every one of you have a happy, safe
and joyous holiday season, and that goes double for
those of you who are on the pointy end of the spear.

Thanks for Mustanging up out there each and every day!
Sursum ab Ordine (Up From The Ranks).
Respectfully
P. J. BACHAND
CDR, 6410, USN (Ret)
President, Navy Mustang Association

NMA SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
CHRISTAL WHITT
My name is Christal Whitt and I am an incoming freshman at UCLA. My goal in college
is to major in Computer Science with the ambition of becoming a software systems
developer. I aspire to achieve great success in contributing to the growing technological
world while also advocating for women in STEM-related fields. In addition to programming,
my hobbies included painting and exploring. I am so eager to expand my knowledge and
take advantage of every opportunity given to me. Go Navy!!

NMA 2016 EDUCATION PARTNERSHIP ANNUAL REPORT
Div

Level

Degree

Student Name

Contact ID

Enroll Date

Concent

State

Liberal Arts Bachelor

BS Liberal Arts (BSL)

BACHAND, PHILLIP J

1399257

12/4/2002 -None-

VIRGINIA

Liberal Arts Bachelor

BS Liberal Arts (BSL)

WEBBER, MICHAEL B

1366144

8/20/2001 -None-

INDIANA

Technology Bachelor

BS Nuclear Engr Tech (BNX)
WHITSITT, DAVID WALKER

31215151

12/1/2015 -None-

VIRGINIA

Technology Masters

MS in Cybersecurity (MCY)
WORLEY, JOSEPH CHRISTOPHER
31211236

12/7/2015 -None-

VIRGINIA

16th ANNUAL SOUTHERN MARYLAND
MUSTANG ASSOCIATION DINNER
The Southern Maryland Mustangs Association held
its 16th Annual Dinner Friday, Sept. 23, at the River’s Edge Catering and Conference Center. Guest
speaker was Rear Adm. G. Dean Peters, program
executive officer for Air ASW, Assault and Special
Missions Programs, who spoke of his experiences
with Mustangs (officers who rose from the enlisted
ranks) over the years, and their importance to the
Navy. Later in the event, Peters and Pax River
Commanding Officer Capt. Scott Starkey were
named Honorary Mustangs. Cutting the birthday
cake were (l-r) Capt. Starkey, SMMA President Lt.
Cmdr. Reeco Ceresola, SMMA Historian Lt. Cmdr.
(ret.) Harry Errington, SMMA Secretary Lt. Courtney Rach, and Rear Adm. Peters.

COLLEGE OF CHOICE FOR VETERANS
Affordable | Veteran-friendly | Maximum Transfer of Credit | Accredited*

EXCELSIOR COLLEGE has partnered with the
NAVY MUSTANG ASSOCIATION (NMA) to offer
members preferred pricing on tuition and fees.
Excelsior has been serving the military and veterans for over 40 years. Accepting military training is just
one of the many reasons why Excelsior College is ranked among the top colleges serving the military
nationwide as well as the top-ranked distance learning college for veterans.
Excelsior College has been named one of the top 15 colleges for business degrees as well as a
“Best for Vets” College by Military Times, EDGE.
Our degree offerings include those from our Schools of Business & Technology, Health Sciences,
Liberal Arts, Nursing, and Public Service.
Benefits:
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—

Maximum transfer of prior credits
Accepts credits by examination
Courses conveniently offered online
Dedicated advisors and consultants
Nonprofit, private institution
Financial Aid experts to explain veteran benefits, including Post-9/11
Career Center provides information, resources, and services for educational and career endeavors
Success Strategies for Military and Veterans course provides tools for college and career success †
Lt Col Bryant A. Murray Veterans Center — resources, support service, VA education benefits information,
health & wellness, and veteran mentorship
*Excelsior College is accredited by the Middle States Commission on Higher Education.
†Earned the 2010 – 2011 Innovation Award from the Center for Transforming Student Services (CENTSS)

Consistently ranked as a Top Military-Friendly College by G.I. Jobs Magazine and Military Advanced Education

Center for
Military eduCation
at exCelsior College

Call: 888-647-2388 ext. 1352
Visit: excelsior.edu/nma
Email: veterans@excelsior.edu

